
Response from the Ryhall and Belmesthorpe Parish Council to the Stage 2 

Mallard Pass Solar Farm consultation paper 

 

It is accepted that a more green and renewable source of energy is required for the future 

of the planet. Solar panels and the destruction of quality arable land is also not the only 

means to ensure or achieve a better future. 

Stage One consultation for the Mallard Pass Solar Farm was very poor in the information 

provided, the plans contained very little visual clarity and the team who were available to be 

consulted on these matters were unable to supply even the basic answers. Which left many 

residents who both attended the consultation meetings and from reading the literature 

supplied confused and in many cases angry, being unable to gauge what impact it would 

have on them and the lives of their family. 

Stage Two offered very little to allay those concerns. Like the first stage, plans were poor 

with key reference points (for residents) being deliberately ‘clouded’ or obstructed with 

text. No clear photographic viewpoints were supplied and computer enhanced imagery was 

not used to give a residents perspective of what they, their family or friends would be able 

to see when out walking in the areas of the proposed solar arrays. The plans showed field 

areas which did not exist at that scale, and from local knowledge, are known to contain 

more than just one field, but a number with many more hedgerows than were evident from 

the plans supplied.  

Site location – the proposed area has significant natural beauty. Rolling hills, extensive 

woodland and good arable land visible from the local road network and public footpaths. It 

also contains diverse wildlife, good recreational facilities (walking/cycling/horse riding) and 

an area to enhance our wellbeing (something that was extensively used during the 

pandemic) and continues to achieve those positives on a daily basis. 

Proposed access to this area for the size of this construction will bring its own negativity. 

There are no easy and suitable entry points. The proposed enhancement of the A1 junction 

at Great Casterton would force heavy construction traffic into a small village and attempting 

to enter a junction with residential properties on one side and an infant/junior school on the 

other. With a Casterton college a mere 200 metres further up the road. Because of the 

locations of the schools a significant number of vehicles will be parked along this stretch of 

road at critical times of the day. Providing a significant risk to life and property. Beyond this 

point the road narrows and is undulating tight turns with well cared for hedgerows of 

special scientific interest (SSSI) on both sides. Between Ryhall and Essendine villages would 

be another significant access point and again an area with a single car width road and well 

maintained hedgerows. With construction predicted to run for at least two years, damage 

to the access route alone will be significant and to the environment catastrophic. All other 

routes from all other directions have similar problems (it is a rural area) and that is the 

reason for its beauty and its’ sought after location!  



Arable land – the majority of the land designated for construction is of good quality and can 

offer a significant addition to the food produced for the people of this country. Government 

have spoken about the need to be a little more self -sufficient as a nation, yet we are 

seeking to throw away significant acreage of arable land. And not just for the near future 

but with a stated 40 year life span of the solar panels it is likely even if there is a full 

decommissioning programme, that the land will be a wasteland for generations that follow.  

Soil erosion, compaction and run-off will occur lowering the potential productivity of the 

land all while we continue to import food products from abroad which could have been 

grown on the land and yet we increase our carbon footprint by importing more food.  

In addition to the arable land producing food the whole area contains a very wide variety of 

flora and wildlife. Much of this will be destroyed should this planned development take 

place. Biodiversity is essential and significant areas will be damaged beyond repair. The 

proposed addition of a number of footpaths will add nothing as the solar panels will be 

significant in height and any hedgerows that are added will not be developed enough to 

screen the panels for up to 15 years at best! Public rights of way and recreational facilities 

so much enjoyed at the moment will be stripped away for ever. Even the existing footpaths 

will be ignored as the view of the solar panels will dominate the surrounding countryside 

and the skyline from any point on the development. As has been stated in the 

documentation this is undulating countryside and the visual impact will be significant. 

Habitats of the wildlife (animals/birds/reptiles and pollinating insects) will be destroyed.  

Future government agricultural schemes seek to enhance biodiversity and address 

ecological nature; this will only set this back considerably.  

While the Mallard Pass solar farm seek to convert vast areas of pleasant and arable useful 

landscape into an industrial wasteland; we have a significant volume of industrial units that 

could house smaller solar panels on their roofs. The roofs of these buildings already hold a 

higher vantage point and a clearer access point to the sky. A supporting framework and 

smaller solar panels will offer a simpler solution. Access is already available to the sites and 

it will negate the need for additional and costly infrastructure work and damage to the 

environment.  

Residential properties – while a development of this kind will bring income for the 

developer and the landowners it will force a significant reduction in the local economy (both 

for the household and the individuals). Besides the feeling of being surrounded by industrial 

wasteland, property prices will drop, tourism will reduce significantly and the health and 

wellbeing of all individuals will take a turn for the worse. What at present is a pleasant area 

to live and work will be erased. This country has struggled with not just feeding itself but in 

maintaining our health both physical and mental. Many have turned to these countryside 

areas for reflection, discovery and well-being.  

The cost of the Carbon footprint both in its construction, including the additional 

infrastructure, and in the decommissioning in 40 years will be astronomical. At present 

there is very little appetite around the world for dealing with expired solar panels because 



of time consuming work involved in their dismantling, separating and reusing any useful 

parts.  

On behalf of Ryhall and Belmesthorpe Parish Council, its residents, the residents of the 

surrounding villages and the environment and biodiversity of the area please say NO to the 

proposed Mallard Pass Solar Farm.  

                  

                  

 


