RYHALL PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABTLITY RETURN
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit
ulations 2015
201
NOTICE
1. Date

ofannouncement Thursday

13th

NOTES

June,20lg

2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day
before the date in (c) below

auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.

Any percon interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documenb
relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any penson
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2019, these documents will be
available on reasonable notice by application to:
Caroline Adams Parish ClerUResponsible Financial Officer
1, The Paddocks, Carlby, Stamford Lincs PE9 4NH
Email address: caroline@ryhallparishcouncil.co. uk

Telephone

commencing on
and ending

01778671

_Monday 77 June 2A79

_

Friday 26 July 2019

_

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
a

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

a

(b) lnsert name,

position

and

addressltelephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts
(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in
(a) above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspec;tion period between (c)

and (d) must be 30 working

days

inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

The right to make an objection which concems a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written
notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to
the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below
for this purpose between the above dates only.
4. The smaller authority's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor

under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO's Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)

I

Westferry Circus

Ganary Wharf

London E14 4HD
Gba@okf-littleiohn.com)
5. This announcement is made by

(e) lnsert name and position of person

CarolineAdams Parish ClerUResponsible Financial Officer

the responsible financial offtcer for the

placing the notice
smaller authority

-

this person must be

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RtcHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other' smaller authorities.
The basic position

TheLseelAudlt.@2014(theAct)governstheworkofauditorsappointedto
smaller authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act.
The Act and the $qgeglts and Audrt"Requiations_201Q also cover the duties, responsibilities and
rights of smaller authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being
audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and
related documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you
can also ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay direcfly for
exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its
running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights
through their council tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records.
You can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the
accounts, or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents
unrelated to the accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act
explains what is meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by
commercial confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it
was released to the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest
why it should nevertheless be disclosed.
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. you may

have to pay

a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of

inspection during which all smaller authorities'accounting records are available to inspect. This will be
1-12 July 2019 for 2018119 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the
exercise of public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect
the accounting records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant
legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should firct ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to

do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation,

require

investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting
records that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the
external auditor about the accounting records.

WHAT SMALLER AUTHORITIES NEED TO DO TO ADVERTISE THE PERIOD DURING
WHICH ELECTORS AND INTERESTED PERSONS MAY EXERCISE RIGHTS RELATING TO
THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015
require that:
1. The accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds,
contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made
available for inspection by any person interested, during a period of 30 working days set by the
smaller authority and including the first 10 working days of July.
2. The period referred to in paragraph (1) starts with the day on which the period for the exercise
of public rights is treated as having been commenced i.e. the day following the day on which all
of the obligations in paragraph (3) below have been fulfilled.

3. The responsible financial officer for a relevant authority must, on behalf of that authority,
publish (which must include publication on the authority's website):
(a) the Accounting Statements (i.e. Section 2 of either Part2 or 3, whichever is relevant,
of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR)), accompanied by:

(i) a declaration, signed by that officer to the effect that the status of the
Accounting Statements are unaudited and that the Accounting Statements as
published may be subject to change;
(ii) the Annual Governance Statement (i.e. Section 1 of either Part 2 or Part 3,
whichever is relevant, of the AGAR); and
(b) a statement that sets

out-

(i) the period for the exercise of public rights;

(ii) details of the manner in which notice should be given of an intention to inspect
the accounting records and other documents;
(iii) the name and address of the local auditor;

(iv) the provisions contained in section 26 (inspection of documents etc.) and
section 27 (right to make objections at audit) of the Act, as they have effect in
relation to the authority in question;
HOW DO YOU DO IT?
1. You will meet statutory requirements if you fully and accurately complete the notice of public
rights pro forma in this document, and

2.

Publish (including publication

on the smaller authority's website) the following

documents, the day before the public rights period commences:

a.
b.

c.

.....

the approved Sections 1 and 2 of either Parl2 or 3, whichever is relevant to your smaller
authority, of the AGAR; and
the completed Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance
& Accountability Return. Please note that we have pre-completed it with the following
suggested dates: Monday 17 June - Friday 26 July 2019. (The latest possible dates that
comply with the statutory requirements are Monday 1 July * Friday g August 2019); and
the notes which accompany the Notice (Local authority accounts: a summary of your
rights).

