
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OPEN MEETING ON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING  
HOSTED BY RYHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

 HELD ON 
7TH NOVEMBER  2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL,  RYHALL 

 
PRESENT Mr P Huddleston (Chairman) (PH), Mr P Harris (PKH),Mrs D Rolfe ( DR)  
 Mrs S Smith (SS), Mr A Gombault (AG)  Mr C Parsons (CP) Mr D Wilby (DW) 
APOLOGIES  Mr N Bellairs (NB) , Mr R Rushby ( RR) Mrs E Sismore (ES)  

 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Roger Ranson – Planning Policy Manager for Rutland County 
Council and SKDC and Mr Colin Dunigan – Planning Officer Rutland County Council with 
specific responsibility for Neighbourhood Planning. 
 
Forty three members of the public attended 
 
Rutland County Council (RCC) is reviewing its current Local Plan following the ‘Call for Sites 
and Issues and Options consultation – to ascertain an appropriate level of growth and 
development within Rutland up to 2036. 
A Neighbourhood Plan (NHP) sits alongside the Local Plan and will be part of the statutory 
development plan for the area if successful at referendum. The statutory status gives NHPs 
far more weight then other local documents such as parish plans or village design 
statements, although these too are options. There are currently 8 NHPs in process within 
Rutland and it is essential that the community is involved at every level, a dedicated 
volunteer network is vital to set up steering groups, it is not just a parish council initiative. 
Steering groups will look at policy themes such as employment, planning and development, 
transport, the natural and historical environment, safeguarding community services, leisure 
and education. This would lead onto building an evidence base to collect information in 
support of the plan, which would involve consultation with landowners, local shopkeepers 
and businesses, community residents groups, sports clubs and educational establishments 
usually by means of meetings and questionnaires/ surveys 
 
Producing a NHP allows communities to take the lead in their own neighbourhood. 
A NHP usually takes up to two years to completion with varying cost implications from £10 – 
20K.  Some of the costs would be borne by the Parish Council via the precept .RCC is able to 
offer advice on funding and resources and assist with the grant applications to central 
Government. Grants can be made in small bites to be spent on each stage of the process, of 
example the printing / publication and promotion of the surveys 
 
Once written a NHP would be submitted to Independent Examination, the Inspector 
recommends if the plan can proceed to referendum. The County Council is responsible for 
covering the costs of the independent examination and referendum. At referendum, the 
majority of the residents of the parish must vote to endorse it. If approved by the majority 
vote of the local community the NHP then forms part of the statutory development plan. 
 
As well as the benefits of establishing the views aspirations, wants and needs of local people 
a NHP in place means that when building does takes place, the Community Infrastructure 
Levy  CIL ( money from developers used to fund a range of infrastructure projects in the 
parish such as leisure / schools / transport schemes) is increased from 15% to 25%. 



 
Mr Dunigan explained the first step of the process deciding on the area boundary, 
particularly relevant with bordering the Lincolnshire / Stamford boundary  
 
Q & A session provoked a debate primarily centred on housing numbers and possible 
development in the parish – up to 2036. 
Mr Ransom explained that the housing allocation in the whole of Rutland – 70% of the 
15,080 dwellings to be located in the main two towns of Oakham and Uppingham the 
remaining 30% ( 440 dwellings) to be split amongst the service centres/ other villages in 
Rutland. There is no definitive number per settlement,all the land sites will be assessed for 
infrastructure, educational, transport provision and impact on the environment 
 
Mr Ranson offered to attend a future meeting to discuss the impact of the decision on the 
land chosen from the site allocations, whilst noting concern about the six possible locations 
in Ryhall parish. Noted that currently Belmesthorpe is classed as a ‘restraint’ village the 
status of which could be retained or changed 
Councillor Mrs Smith endorsed the point that until the parish were in a position of 
knowledge as to which if any sites were selected by RCC then patience and observation 
were the watchwords.  The Parish Council have previous historical experience related  to 
protecting  against  building on Greenfield  sites of open importance. The Chairman stressed 
that the Parish Council were very aware of the level of concern about future development in 
both Ryhall and Belmesthorpe but that a NHP was more than an avenue to object or resist 
future development.  
 
Mr Huddleston thanked the Rutland County Council representatives for their presentation 
and for the high attendance of residents. Those at the meeting signed a contact sheet to 
indicate they wished to be in contact regarding a future decision on how to proceed. 
The Clerk will contact everyone by email to ascertain if they wished to join a NHP steering 
group and take the idea forward. 
 
Please visit the Ryhall Parish Council website – www.ryhallparishcouncil.co.uk – and click on the 
Neighbourhood Planning page. 

(1) To view the RCC powerpoint presentation  
(2) To view the parish boundary map 
(3)  a summary of the sites that were submitted and the comments that were made to the 

Council can be viewed here: 
http://www.rutland.gov.uk/local_plan/local_plan_review/call_for_sites.aspx 

  

 

http://ryhallparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://www.rutland.gov.uk/local_plan/local_plan_review/call_for_sites.aspx

